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in the regions of heavy rainfall adjoining the west or
Malabar coast, but other regions, such as the hills of the
eastern side of the Presidency, give a considerable number.
The stranger who lands at the port of Madras is often
disappointed in the vegetation. In and about the town
he sees, it is true, many forms of more or less tropical
appearance like the coconut (Cocos nuciferd) and palmyra
(Borassits flabellife^ palms, the banyan and pTpal figs (Fiats
bengalensis and religiosd), the plantain (Musa sapientuvi)
and papaya or papaw (Carica Papaya) fruit trees, the
mango, tamarind, and jack fruit, and feathery bamboos.
But the country around seems to be a somewhat unin-
teresting stretch of wet rice land with occasional rocky
hills emerging from them here and there, and clothed with
a shrubby and mostly thorny vegetation. And, travelling
as he might about the cultivated low level areas of the
Carnatic plain, he finds but little difference, little to tell
him that the luxuriant tropical vegetation he may have
expected to see exists at all in Southern India. Indeed,
it is only when he has proceeded across the Peninsula, and
finds himself at last on the Malabar coast in the narrow
stretch of cultivated and forest land of steamy climate
between the sea and the ghat range, and in the valleys
of that range, that he is rewarded by something like the
vegetation he has looked for. On the coast itself, culti-
vated forests of the coconut palm, interspersed with
occasional patches of mangrove swamp, are backed by
green stretches of rice land and villages surrounded by
trees. Here and there may be seen patches of the culti-
vated areca nut palm (Areca Catechu), and groves of
bamboos, which are so valuable for the construction of
houses and innumerable other domestic purposes. The
forests begin chiefly on low hills, and contain principally
a mixture of many species, often of an evergreen character.
They clothe the slopes of the ghat range, and among their